MPC,; ¥

Mukuru Promotion Centre
Empowerment Step by Step
Sponsored by Sisters of Mercy

December Newsletter

Dear Partners, Supporters and Friends

This December, | feel full of gratitude for the month
and the year that has passed and for your support,
which enabled the empowerment of the vulnerable
to take place. | am most grateful for those who
contributed food after the demolitions took place,

and families were left without their homes and

possessions many of whom were without a means of
earning a living. Of course, feeding families is a
short-term solution, and the hard work of enabling

them to earn their own living is ongoing. Thanks to
those enabling people to get a startup or training to
provide for themselves and their families.

We have been informed that the secondary
examination results will not be available until
January. Students generally need a C Plus grade tq
proceed to university, although they can attend
private universities with lower grades. The rest of
the students can train in other colleges like our
vocational training centre where they can train in
catering, food production and serving, housekeeping,
garment making, art, craft and house painting,
welding, masonry and plumbing, computer and
hairdressing and beauty. Tiere are other colleges
where some of you sponsor them for different
training. The training is a great help in securing
steady employment or being selemployed.
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Sadly, we lost a bright, haredvorking student from a heavy load he was pushing uphill on a
cart (mkokoteni), falling backwards with force and causing internal injuriesHe was working
after school to help his family. He was in Form 3, about to begin his final secondary yehis
AAT E1 Ud eéxcapimgpdvertl. His loss is devastating. May he rest in peace, and may hi
family get help to survive and prosper.

U

We are grateful to team Pankaj that holiday feeding went on through the long school holidays.
About 10% of students are in danger of malnutrition and starvation without school lunches
4EA OAEITT1O0 1T1x AlTOA AO OEA AihAfJdnuery brAOWA A O
miss celebrating Christmas with students. We will arrange a Christmas play in January, which
has been prepared by youth worker Boaz with youth from the village so that they get to knov
the Christmas story.

<

| am very happy with the work going on in Songa Mbele and the Rehabilitation Centre, and |
Al 1T 1T06060 COAOAEOI O1 OEI OGA xET 0O0DPDPI OO0 EO A
wonderful to see the training in our Vocational Training Centre and the jobpportunities
opened for many youths. | appreciate the help for parents to begin their businesses again after

demolition.

We look forward to the New Year with hope. We have had some abductions of youth |in
December who had blogs opposing the government. At least two youths were abducted from
South B in December. The general public, embassies and many leaders and politiciangshga
asked for these abductions, which often end in bodies being found, to end. We pray that we
will no longer have abductions in 2025.

We are grateful to the Sisters of Mercy for registering Mukuru Promotion Centre asGistd
and appoint Trustees. This will enable us to operate more easily.

| wish you and your family blessinggor Christmas andfor the New Year May God reward you
for the great work done for the residents of Mukuru and other vulnerable children

God Bless

Sr Mary Killeen
Director
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g ducation
Primary Schools

December was a cool month with limited activities from the four primary schools as schoo

remain on Christmas holidays. The Government assessed some private primary schools

nationwide to operate their boarding section for norcompliance with the new safgy
rules. Others were barred entirely from operating both day and boarding sections. Th
Government has put up strict measures to be observed by all school owners, and failure v
result in permanent closure.

The Government has also addressed the Grade 9 classroom saga. It admitted it has not
managed to build 11,000 classrooms countrywide, which will be needed by January 2025. T
headteachers were advised to use spaces available in schools and erect tenappistructures
to host the students while classrooms were built.

Mukuru Junior School Grade 8 enrolment currently stands at 213, which will proceed to Gra
9 in 2025. The National Government Constituency Development Fund (NGCDF) has propo
constructing 4 classes for the school, but this is yet to begid. E A O ABBdrdiof Martagement
(BOM) has put in place intervention measures in case of delays. The school currently has
(1) unoccupied class, a room set aside as a computer laboratory but not furnished, making
classrooms. The BOM put all the ECDE children ione place to get a third room so Grade 9
can use the room.St Catherine Primary School have been placed in the third tier of the NGC
program. 3 0 %l EUAAAOEGO Al AOGOGOIT1 O AOA OAAAU

Under constru&tdilizabeth Grade 9 Classrooms
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The four primary schools continued to feed children during the month of December, which they
took home to share with their siblings. The program has been beneficial for parents and pupils,
and providing the meals means the children reduce the prevalence ahemenia and boost
family incomes, paving the way for a healthier and more prosperous future, particularly i

times of economic crisis.

-

Sancta Maria Primary SchooH¢didaffeeeding Program

In Kenya, it is estimated that 4,000 babies are born with sickle cell
disease annually, and a further 18% are born with the trait.Sadly,
Abigael Nekesa, a Grade 5 pupil from St Elizabeth Primary School, was
undergoing treatment at Mama Lucy Kibaki Hosp#l but lost her life in
December. 4EA  OAEI T 160 Ol AEAI I EEEA
unfortunate, tragic loss of life underscores the urgent need for increased
access to healthcare for those affected by sickle cell diseatisat
statistically give a 10%of survival to adulthood without treatment.
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St Mi chael s Secondary School

The Class of 2024 eagerly awaits the examination results, which will beleased dter
#EOEOOI AG8 4EA 1T Ax DPOET AEPAI AO 30 -EAEAAIGD
in December in preparation for the new 2025 academic year and was warmly welcomed by Sr
Mary and staff. Mr Ngari conveyed his leadership style to his staff and setdats for the new
year.

The long holiday Christmas break is welcomed by many and experienced by others as a
challenging time.47 AOOEOO OEA OOOAAT 66h 30 -EAEAAI 8@
them in various physical andintellectual activities and foster teamwork, critical thinking, and
collaboration. The activities included football, basketball, table tennis, board games and
interactive talks to enhance learning strategiesThe program was embraced by the students,

who showed lots of enthusiasm through their commitment to the sessions.

Girls soccer Boysoccer Chess game

the mkokoteni (handcart) when it fell on him during the holidays, a
sudden and tragic event. He was taken to MbagatHbspital, where he
was treated and discharged. The following day, his condition
deteriorated, and he returned to the hospital. He was taken to the
theatre but could not be saved due to the internal bleedingTwo
OAAAEAOO AT A ¢mn OO0GAtkhdédthis Maeral in| 3
Ithaeni village, Kaani, Machakos CountyJoseph was a promising
boxer.

”, A Form 3 student, Joseph Kisingu, was working as a transporter with

O
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O ur Lady of Mercy Vocational Training Centre

As the courses come to &lose, we are pleased to report that 135 studentare now fully
prepared to excel in the national NITA and KNEC examinations, thanks to the dedicated effarts
of the Centre. The Centre also hosted candidates from Mukuru kwa Reuben for hairdressing,
beauty, and plumbing. The welding candidates successfultpmpleted their NITA exams at the
NITA Centre, while the Food and Beverage candidates excelled in their exams at the AMANI
Chaminade Training CentreThe Food and Beverage students went on an Orientatiomqgram
to Kibondeni in preparation for the upscaling of the food and beverage class in January 2025.

Food and Beverage Orientabiomdzni

Before closing for the year, the Centre diligently reviewed all the 2024 activities,
demonstrating our commitment to continuous improvement. Staff suggested better ways to
bridge the identified gaps, ensuring that we are always striving for excellence. To conclude the
year, the Centre celebrated Mass and shared lunch with the rest of thd®?® staff, fostering g
sense of unity and shared purpose.

D

The following photographs are of the different practicals undertaken by the students for th
respective courses.
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Welding candidates at NITA examigation Cent
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T ransformations

Mbel e na Masomo Chil drends Centre

The Ministry of Education finally sent the final registration forms, which were completed and
returned to their office. Hopefully, in January, the Centre will have the NEMIS number and follow
the official government curriculum for Special Education.

Before the Christmas closure, a few intervention activities were carried out in each of thelbaits.
therapy sessions continued, a n eyeardldh Mishaelmo n |t
Mwendwa. Michael was diagnosed with mild cerebral palsy and speasbssde was mostly non
verbal and communicated with gesturdédter continuous fine motor exercises, Michael achieyed
perfect hanekye coordination, concentration, and attention span. He can control his gestures whe

he focuses to avoid falling. His spbes improving; he speaks more often in different contexts,| and
his pronunciation is more precise.

—

Michael Mwendwa

On the last day of 2024, children were recognized and rewarded for their efforts throughout
the year, including DayCare, Units 1, 2, and 3, as well as therapy and home prograni$e
awards were Most Improved, Most Hygienic, Most Punctual, Most Disciplined and Most

Responsible. Parents on behalf of their children were happy as they received the gifts on behalf
of their children.
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