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Empowerment Step by Step  

Dear Friends, 

In 2007 the Sisters of Mercy were sued for damages done to public land, 
which is the playground of St. Catherineôs Primary School, and was 
grabbed in 1994 and then sold to NSSF (National Social Security Fund) who 
then engaged an agent to sell it to others. The case is coming up for a 
hearing on 1st of March thus time was spent with the lawyer preparing 
to be a witness in the case. 

An orphan, Ivan Obade (Evans) was diagnosed in September 2018, with 
leukaemia. His specialist, Professor Mwonda, recommended bone mar-
row transplant as the cancer is still present after eight courses of chemo-
therapy. The transplant cannot be done in Kenya. We have      attempted 
to find his sibling, but so far have not been successful. His passport is 
being processed.  If a donor is found to pay and a bone     marrow match 
is found, he will travel for bone marrow transplant.     Another orphan, 
Steve, who is also HIV positive, became very sick and had to be hospi-
talised.  He is now stable and is an intern in a company.  

Klaus Zeugner, a photographer, visited from Austria, to record the work 
being done by MPC and supported by DKA Austria. He agreed to men-
tor Winnie Ogutu, a new employee in image recording, which is build-
ing our capacity to produce clearer photographs.  I was very happy to 
see the primary school pupil, Asker, who gave birth just before her final  
primary exam, settled into Form One in St Michaelôs.  

We realise we have two major challenges facing us now, 1) increase our    
fundraising capacity 2) build up our Child Protection Office to ensure 
childrensô safety.   

Sr. Kathy and I were very happy to visit the Ruben Centre, which was 
founded by the Sisters of Mercy and run by us for ten years.  It was 
great to see the development work going on there by the Christian 
Brothers from Australia.   

We have been networking to see how to improve mental health care in 
the project and within our Clinic.  

The Mater Misericordiae hospital is willing to partner with us on    
training the unemployed youth, such as catering, office workers,        
domestic workers as well as security.  We are also discussing the       
possibility of selling water from our bore hole to service some of the 
needs at the hospital which could generate some income for MPC.   
February has been a very full month and we trust that the new activities 
and partnerships will continue.   

Sr Mary Killeen 



Page 2 

Left: houses destroyed in the fire.  Right: one of the victims who received bedding from the social office  

Case Type  Total Number  
Nutrition Program 134 

Sick Cases 103 

Sponsorship 4 

Victims of Fire Tragedy 4 

Needy Cases 106 

Admissions 6 

Abuse Case 1 

Behavioral/Indiscipline Cases 14 

Trainings 2 

Exit of Special Needs Children 2 

Home Visits 49 

MICATO Sponsorship 92 

Profiles of New Students 37 

Class 8 Assessments 211 

Uniform and lunch box donations from MPC 449 uniforms 

327 lunch boxes 

The Centre received its NITA (National Industrial Training Authority) accreditation for two more trade 

courses at the centre being sign writing and painter decorator trade courses. The monthly celebration of 

mass at the training centre has stabilized since its introduction last year in September many students    

attended mass in the hall which was at capacity.   

Our Lady of Mercy Vocational Training Centre  

The social services department was involved in various activities and the majority was focused on 
the children.  The children from the schools were given medical attention with chronic and    
emergency cases being given priority.  The first fire outbreak in Maasai village and some of the 
victims were given assistance through the social office and within 2 days another fire occurred and 
then another one 4 days later.  Our donor has kindly stepped in to assist hundreds of families 
through Sr Barbara and the St Catherineôs social office. 

Social Services:  
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Skills students during the Ash Wednesday 

mass with Fr. Willy 

Songa Mbele Na Masomo  

The centre reintroduced the Home program for parents so that the physiotherapy procedures they learn at 
the centre can be continued at home for their children. This has greatly improved the response of the     
children and has improved their overall wellbeing. 

This month the daily attendance for the coaching unit and the special daycare increased with an average 
attendance of 84%.  The special daycare had 21 children, special coaching unit had 24 children and the 
coaching unit 28 children.  All delighted to be at Songa.  

We were grateful to the visitors who came and spent time with the children during the day as well as their 
thoughtful donations of food and clothing.  Many of them stayed to help out with the lunchtime feeding  
program.  

Star Kids Initiative staff with the children at the Centre  Notre Dame Sisters feeding the special daycare children 
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Case type  No.  Intervention  

Exit of special children 2 Two children have been exited to special schools 

Clothing aid 28 28 clients were supported. This includes the children and the 
parents who lack clothes and bedding. 

Home visits 20 20 home visits were conducted. 

Sick  cases 9 

  

 9 cases were referred to MIC for treatment and further man-
agement. 

Admission for school 5 3 children were enrolled to Songa Mbele and 2 were referred 
to St. Catherine primary school. 

Nutritional support 2  2 Children from the special day care class have severe malnu-
trition. They were referred to MIC and the Nutrition Centre for 
further intervention and to St. Catherineôs social office for pos-
sible enrolment into the amaranth flour program. 

Abuse case 1 

  

Case of physical abuse of a girl in the coaching class was re-
ported to Hazina Chiefôs office. The perpetuators, her elder 
sisters, were summoned by the chief and received a verbal 
warning. 

Fire tragedy 1 One pupil was affected by a fire outbreak on 17th February. 
They received assistance from the social office. 

Needy Cases 26 26 Children from very needy families were re-assessed and 
reports compiled for further intervention. 

Wheel chair aid 1 The office issued a wheel chair to a client who has spinal tu-
berculosis and he cannot walk. Unfortunately the client passed 
away on 26th.02.2019 and the family returned the wheel chair. 

Profiles 37 31 of the compiled profiles are for the new pupils in our Centre, and 
6 are for the old pupils whom had no profiles. 

Technical University of Kenya students during a visit to the Centre 

Some of the interventions and activities undertaken by Songa during the month:  
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The recruitment of new boys for the 2019 program continued and now we have 38 boys ready to go through 
the program. Their next step is a medical checkup which is conducted by our medical staff at the Clinic.   
The boys have settled into their classes which are divided into three categories based on the boyôs ability 
and capability: Primary 1, Primary 2 and Carpentry class. 

Mary Immaculate Rehabilitation Centre  
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Year 1 0 to Class 4 10 

Year  Class 5 to Class 7 & 8 18 

Carpentry  16 years and above 10 

Four boys from the 2018 group were referred to Mwangaza Rehabilitation Centre for further rehabilitation 
before being reintegrated to school and their families.  The Centre welcomed them well and we are hopeful 
that they will finish the process well and make good decisions about their futures. 

Several groups of visitors came to the Centre and had fun times interacting with the boys. They took time 
to talk to them about various issues and gave donations to help the boys during the process. 

The boys also had an art workshop this month with Paula Cullen and her group. This is one of the extra-
curricular activities that the boys are engaged in to help them build their creative side as well as keep them 
busy.  Paula and her group also provided all the new uniforms, shoes, shirts, jumpers and other casual wear 
for the boys.  The boys scrubbed up well the next day for formal classes. 

 

Boys being fed upon arrival at the Centre      One of the boys still high on arrival  
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Boys together with the social worker on arrival 

At Mwangaza Rehabilitation Centre 

The British high commission staff, the boys and  
Centre staff during a visit  

Breakfast, compliments from Diamond Trust Bank Staff  

Above: 5 new recruits 

 

Left:  new recruits in uniform with Cathe-

rine, Vera and Paula. 

 

Below:  Some of the boys after school 


